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Dear Sir: 

Applicant submits herewith patents, publications or other information (attached hereto 
and listed on the attached Form PTO-1449) of which he is aware, which he believes may be 
material to the examination of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to 
disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

This Information Disclosure Statement, as far as is known to the undersigned, is filed 
before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 

A list of the patent(s) or publication(s) is set forth on the attached Form PTO-1449 
(Modified). A copy of each of the items listed on form PTO-1449 is supplied herewith. 

A concise explanation of relevance of the items listed on PTO-1449 is not given. The 
Examiner is reminded that a "concise explanation of the relevance" of the submitted prior art 
"may be nothing more than identification of the particular figure or paragraph of the patent or 
publication which has some relation to the claimed invention," MPEP § 609. 

While the information and references disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement 
may be "material" pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that 
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any patent, publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention 



unless specifically designated as such. ^ ^ 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b), the filing of this Information Disclosure 4^ 

Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material c %». 

information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(a) exists. It is submitted that the Information <^ 
Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 and MPEP § 609 and the Examiner 
is respectfully requested to consider the listed references. 
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* Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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